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FACTS  ABOUT  THREE  RIVERS  GARDENS 


Three  Rivers,  Texas 


Name  of  Project: 
Location: 

Number  of  Units: 
History  of  Project 


Purpose  of  Project 


Project  Description: 


House  Description: 


Three  Rivers  Gardens 

In  Live  Oak  County..  Texas,  1  mile  from  the  center  of  Three 
Rivers  and  adjacent  to  the  city  limits,  6  miles  north  of  George 
West  and  82  miles  south  of  San  Antonio. 

50   houses   each   with   barn,    garage   and  poultry  house. 

:  Three  Rivers  Gardens  was  initiated  as  a  subsistence  home- 

steads project  under  the  Division  of  Subsistence  Home- 
steads of  the  Department  of  Interior  in  January,  1934. 
In  June,  1935,  Federal  supervision  was  transferred  to 
the  Resettlement  Administration  and  the  project  was  com- 
pleted as   of  August,  1935. 

:  Three    Rivers    Gardens   is  a  subsistence  homesteads  com- 

munity for  low-income  families  who  are  employed  on  a 
full  or  part-time  basis  in  the  trades  and  industries 
of  Three  Rivers,  George  West  and  the  vicinity.  It  provides 
better  housing  and  living  conditions  and  allows  these 
low-income  families  to  increase  their  incomes  by  the 
production  of  a  major  portion  of  food  in  subsistence 
garden  plots. 

The  tract  on  which  the  project  has  been  established 
consists  of  about  160  acres,  nearly  level  but  with  enough 
slope  to  be  well  drained  under  normal  conditions.  The 
two  principle  types  of  soil  on  the  tract  are  Frio  and 
Houston  Clay  Loam,  both  of  which  are  well  adapted  to 
cultivation.  Before  the  first  railroad  was  built  through 
this  area  in  1913,  it  was  largely  cattle  raising  country 
and  there  is  still  a  large  ranch  industry  in  the  section. 
The  land  is  very  fertile  and  the  territory  has  a  300  day 
growing  season  and  winter  vegetables  are  readily  culti- 
vated. The  project  is  supplied  with  city  water  from 
Three  Rivers  and  individual  septic  tank  systems  dispose  of 
sewage.  Electricity  is  furnished  from  the  power  lines 
of  a  private  utility  and  gas  and  telephone  are  available. 
The  project  tract  adjoins  the  city  limits  and  is  within 
the  Three  Rivers  School  District.  It  is  within  easy  walk- 
ing   distance    of    the    factories,    stores    and  churches. 

The  community  has  been  built  to  provide  houses  for  50 
families.  The  houses  are  one-story  frame  construction, 
without  basements  and  set  on  concrete  piers  equipped  with 
termite  shields.  They  are  built  in  similar  architectural 
styles,  and  10  houses  are  of  three  rooms,  30  of  4  rooms 
and  10  of  5  rooms. 
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The  Homesteaders:  The    homesteaders     have    been    selected    from    the  indus- 

trial population  of  the  vicinity  and  their  employment 
represents  a  fairly  wide  diversification  of  occupations. 
At  the  time  of  selection  family  heads  were  employed  in 
oil  and  glass  factories,  as  teachers,  merchants,  artisans 
and  farmers.  A  majority  reported  having  an  agricultural 
background.  Three  of  the  men  completed  four  years  of 
college  work  and  5  men  and  8  women  were  high  school 
graduates.  With  the  exception  of  one  couple  who  made  no 
report  of  schooling,  the  remainder  had  at  least  4  years 
of  schooling. 

Results  of  Project:  Although  this  project  is  located  near  a  very  small  com- 

munity where  industrial  employment  is  scarce,  and  al- 
though a  serious  drainage  problem  exists,  due  to  its 
location  on  low  land,  46  of  the  50  homes  are  now  occupied 
and  prospects  are  good  for  100  per  cent  occupancy  during 
the  fall. 

The  Association  is  now  operating  within  its  budget  and 
although  there  is  some  delinquency,  due  to  irregular  em- 
ployment in  some  instances,  this  condition  is  gradually 
improving,  and  the  prospects  for  the  success  of  the  pro- 
ject are  brighter  than  at  any  time  since  its  inception. 


